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Bridge Breaks Down 

And the Train Plunges Into the River 

 A terrible smashup occurred at Grand Falls Thursday about noon. As the 
down train from Edmunston, was crossing the railway bridge which is 
about a mile above the falls, the second span of the structure from the 
west end gave away and the whole train composed of the engine and 
nine cars went into the river, except the passenger and smoker cars. 
Fortunately none on board were killed, owing chiefly to the fact that the 
passenger cars did not go into the water. One of these cars went over 
one end on the debris below, and the other end on what was left of the 
bridge; the other, which was a combination of smoker and baggage car 
did not go over but the front end plunged into the breach, and the 
baggage, which was in the rear end smashed through the partition and 
onto the passengers in the front end of the car. Among these was 
Conductor Henderson who was pretty severely injured. 

 There were a good many passengers on board, but only four were badly 
injured; two of these, Mr. McKenna, traveling passenger agent of the 
C.P.R., and Mr. Smith, travellor for T. McAvity & Sons of St. John were 
very severely injured, but at last report were doing well. Dr. Clarence 
Kirkpatrick of Woodstock and a Mr. Oniel were injured, and others did 
not entirely escape. In response to telegraphic request Drs. Hand and 
Kierstead from Woodstock went up by special train. Wrecking apparatus 
and crew were also dispatched; and Supt. Timmerman and Mrs. Smith, 
wife of the injured passenger, and several others went up from St. John. 
The engineer, Walter Mathews, and fireman William McCluskey went 
into the river with the engine. How they got out alive is not yet 
explained. 

This bridge was built some twenty-two years ago, and for several years 
has been dreaded by travellors as an unsafe structure. Two years ago 
part of it was carried away by ice and if it had all been replaced at that 
time by a new and modern structure, the Company would not have 
sustained this loss, nor the lives of travellers been endangered. The 
travelling public have an interest in railway bridges as well as the 
Company, and the government should see that all due safeguards to life 
and limb are respected. 



  


